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POST OFFICE. 
6 OF 1881.0 

F O H T H E 1VETTEE REGULATION 01;' THE D U T I E S ON POSTAGE AND I'OR 
T H E MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION OE T H E P O S T O E E I C E . 

IloiiEitT B I D D U L P H . | [June 27, 1881. 
INTERPHETATION . 

Definitions. \ : JQ j ^ g JjSkW . — 

" I n l a n d " Λνΐιβη used in re la t ion to any postal packet or any 
descript ion thereof means posted wi th in the I s l and and 
addressed to some place in the I s l a n d ; 

" Pos ta l packet " means a le t te r , post­card, newspaper , book­

packet , pa t t e rn or sample packet , ci rcular , legal and commer­

cial document , packet of photographs , and every packet or 
ar t ic le which is not for the t ime be ing prohib i ted from being 
sent by t he pos t ; 

" Mai l " means and includes any one of the bags , boxes, or 
packages whereof any mai l consis ts ; 

" Fic t i t ious s tamp " means any fascimile or imi ta t ion or repre­

senta t ion, whethe r on paper or otherwise, of any s tamp for 
denot ing any ra te of postage in Cyprus or the Uni ted 
Kingdom or of any of H e r Majes ty ' s possessions or of any 
foreign c o u n t r y ; 

" Post Office " means any house, bu i ld ing , room, or place where 
postal packets as defined by th is Law, or any of t hem, are 
under the au tho r i t y of the I s l and Pos tmas te r , received, 
del ivered, sorted, or made u p , or from which such packets or 
any of them are by t he au tho r i ty of the I s l and Pos tmas te r 
despatched, and includes any Post Office l e t te r ­box; 

" Post Office le t ter­box " includes any pi l lar­box, wall­box, or 
other box or receptacle provided under the au tho r i ty of the 
I s l and Pos tmas te r for the purpose of receiving postal packets, 
01· any of t hem, for t ransmission by or under the au thor i ty 
of the I s l and Pos tmas te r . 

E S T A B L I S H M E N T . 

Appointment 2. The H i g h Commissioner may appoint an I s l and Pos tmas te r 
and so m a n y other postmasters and inferior officers as shall be 
necessary for the purposes of th is Law. 

(x) Ss. 5­12 were formerly ss. 6­13, and ss. 13­47 were formerly ss. 15­49. 
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3. The H i g h Commissioner may from t ime to t ime appoint, one ^ | ^ ° ™ " 
General Post OfSce and so m a n y branch post offices th roughout the m a y establish 
Is land as he m a y deem expedient , and may from, l ime to time Post Offices. 
abolish any of such offices and appoint others in lieu thereof, as he 
may deem necessary. 

E X C L U S I V E P R I V I L E G E OE P O S T O F F I C E . 
, I , ι ι · i> ι ι ■ Exclusive 

4 . _ ( 1 . ) The I s l and Postmaster shall by hiinsell or by Ins |)ΠνΠ(.,,(. 
deputies and the i r servants and agents have the exclusive privilege 
of conveying from one place to another in this I s land , wheresoever 
posts now are or hereafter may be established, all let ters , except as 
hereinafter provided; and shall also within this Is land have the 
exclusive privi lege of performing all the incidental services of 
receiving, collecting and delivering all le t ters , except as herein­

after provided. 
(2.) There shall be excepted from the exclusive privilege of the Exception». 

Is land Pos tmas te r all le t ters of the following descriptions, that is 
to say : — 

(«.) Let te rs sent by a pr ivate friend on his way, journey oi 
t ravel , so as they are delivered by him to the person to when 
they are di rec ted ; 

(o.) Let te rs sent by a messenger on purpose concerning the 
pr iva te affairs of the sender or receiver thereof; 

(a.) Commissions or re turns thereof and affidavits or writs , 
process or proceedings or re tu rns thereof, issuing out of a 
Court of Justice,; 

(d ) Let ters of merchants , owners of vessels of merchandise or 
' the cargo or loading therein , sent by such vessels and 

delivered to the persons to whom they are directed, so that 
no hi re or reward is given or received for the same >n any­

wise ; 
(e ) Let te r s concerning goods sent by common known carriers 

or muleteers to be delivered with the goods which the letters 
concern withou t hi re or reward or other profit or advantage 
for receiving or del iver ing the le t ters . 

(3.) B u t no th ing herein contained shall authorize any person to SpwWpro­

make a collection of such excepted let ters for the purpose of send­

ing them in the m a n n e r hereby author ized; and the following 
persons are «xpressly forbidden to carry a let ter , or to receive or 
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collect or deliver a letter, although they shall not receive hire or 
reward for the same: — 

(«.) Common known carriers and muleteers and their servants 
or agents, except a letter concerning goods in their carts 
or wagons, or on their pack-horses, camels, mules, or 
asses; and owners, drivers, or guards of public conveyances; 

(b.) Owners, masters or commanders of ships, vessels or steam­
boats, sailing or passing coastwise or otherwise between 
ports or places within the Island, their servants or agents, 
except in respect of letters of merchants, owners of ships 
or goods on board; 

(c.) Passengers or other persons on board any such ships, 
vessels or steamboats. 

Power to 
Postmaster 
to make 
contracts, etc. 

Power to 
High Com­
missioner to 
fix rates of 
postage. 

Proviso as to 
rates for 
soldiers and 
seamen. 

POSTAL CONTRACTS, PATES, ETC. 

5. The Island Postmaster in his own name with the approval of 
the High Commissioner may enter into any contract in writing for 
the conveyance of mails within or from the Island, and may also 
employ mail carriers for the conveyance of mails, or forward mails 
by any other mode of conveyance that he may deem best, and may 
appoint letter carriers for the delivery of letters at private houses 
in any town or village of the Island. 

6.—(1.) Subject to the provisions of any treaty or convention 
with any State binding on the Government of the Island the High 
Commissioner may by Order in Council from time to time fix the 
rates of postage or other sums to be charged by or under the Island 
Postmaster in respect of postal packets or any description thereof 
conveyed or delivered for conveyance by Post, whether in the 
Island or elsewhere, and regulate the scale of weights and the 
circumstances according to which such rates or sums are to be 
charged. 

(2.) Provided that for every letter not weighing more than half 
an ounce sent by any non-commissioned officer or private soldier, 
seaman or marine in Her Majesty's Service to any place beyond the 
seas there shall be chargeable for its conveyance and delivery a 
postage of thirty paras and no more; but on every letter so sent 
there must be written in the handwriting of and signed by the 
Commanding Officer of the regiment, detachment or ship to which 
such non-commissioned officer, soldier, seaman or marine belongs, 
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the words " s o l d i e r ' s l e t t e r , " " s e a m a n ' s l e t t e r , " or " m a r i n e ' s 
l e t t e r , " as the case may be, or words to t ha t effect, and every such 
le t ter mus t be prepaid . 

7 W h e r e any t r ea ty or convention b ind ing on the Government of As to postal 
ι. " » > j . ο arrangements 

the I s l and has been or hereafter shall be made with any State with w i l h |,,n.i..,. 
respect to t he conveyance by Post of any postal packet the Eigh countries. 
Commissioner may from t ime to t ime make such regulat ions as 
may be deemed necessary for car ry ing into effect such ar rangement , 
and as to charges for the t ransi t of postal packets, single or in 
bulk, and the scale of weights to be adopted, and the accounting 
for and pay ing over to any such State of any moneys received bj 
the I s l and Postmaster . 

8. The H i g h Commissioner may, on the representation of the Eh«Utry of 
I s l and Pos tmas te r , from t ime to t ime make regulat ions with respect £orpost f ti 
to the regis t ra t ion of and giving receipts for any postal packet, packets, 
and may also by Order in Council from t ime to time fix the sum to 
be pa id ' i n addi t ion to any other rate of postage for the registration 
of or giv ing a receipt for such packet, Provided that the registra­

tion of or giv ing a receipt for a postal packet shall not lender the 
I s l and Pos tmas te r or the Post Office Revenue in any manner Liable 
for the loss of any such packet or the contents thereof. 

9. The H i g h Commissioner may from t ime to t ime direct what ξ™** 
sums shall be paid to the masters or owners of ships and vessels, |iai(l ,·,„,,,l:i, 
not be ing ships or vessels employed in the conveyance of mails letters, 
under any contract with H e r Majesty 's Government or the Govern­

ment of the I s l and , in respect of postal packets and every descrip­

tion thereof, whether brought to the I s land from purls beyond seas 
or to be carr ied from the I s land to such ports. 

10. All postal packets shall be posted, forwarded, conveyed and ^ u n ­

delivered subject to such regula t ions , conditions, prohibit ions and ^ ^ 
restr ict ions respect ing the t ime and mode of posting and delivery 
and of t he paymen t of rates of postage and other sums chargeable 
under th is Law, or any Order in Council under tins Law, and 
respect ing s tamps, covers, forms, dimensions, maximum weight, 
enclosures, the use of packets (other t han letters)_ for making 
communicat ions , and otherwise as the H i g h Commissioner may, 
on the representa t ion of the I s l and Postmaster , from time to tune 
direct. 

11 . Every Order in Council to be made under the authori ty of J J j ­ t 
this Law, shall for thwith be published in the Cyprus Gazette; and o«mdl 

c 

blioation of 

VOL. I—32 
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shall specify a date on and from which the provisions thereof shall 
take effect, and shall have the l ike au tho r i ty as t hough t he pro­

visions thereof had been incorporated in th is Law. 

Master of 12. Every mai l or loose l e t te r not exempted from the privi lege 
delrrormail of the I s l and Pos tmas te r which shall be on board of any vessel 
and letters. a r r i v ing at any port w i t h i n t he I s l a n d , shall withou t delay be 

delivered by t he master thereof, or by his accredited agent or 
deputy , to the postmaster of the por t or any person authorized 
by h im to receive i t , who is hereby requi red to give a receipt for 
i t ; and the master of t he vessel shal l not be allowed to enter at 
the Custom House u n t i l he has produced the receipt . 

case of uso of 
soiled s t amps . 

GENERAL R E G U L A T I O N S . 

Decision in 13 . W h e n e v e r any s tamp affixed or appear ing on any postal­

packet for the purpose of defraying the ra te of postage chargeable 
thereon, is so soiled or worn as to render it doubtful whether it 
has been before used, t he decision thereon of the postmaster at 
whose office t he le t ter is posted as to whethe r such soiled or worn 
s tamp is to be accepted shal l be final and conclusive between h im 
and the person pos t ing . 

Decision as to 14. If any question arises whether any postal­packet is a le t te r , 
postaT­paoket pf>«t<■ a3(1, newspaper , supplement , book­packet, ci rcular or other 

descript ion of postal­packet w i t h i n the m e a n i n g of th is Law or 
any order or regula t ion made under th is Law the decision thereon 
of the I s l a n d Pos tmas te r shall be final, save t h a t the H i g h Com­

missioner m a y , if he th inks fit, on the appl ica t ion of any person 
in teres ted, review or modify the decision and order accordingly . 

Letters ­ ^ — ( l . ) W h e n any le t ter or postal­packet is sent from abroad 
arriving with v ' t! ι J. _ 
fictitious or to Cyprus , which bears a fictitious s t amp, or purpor t s to be prepaid 
vised stamps, j ^ m e a n s 0f a s tamp which has been used before, the I s l and Post­

master , wi th the au tho r i ty of the H i g h Commissioner, bu t not 
otherwise, m a y open i t , in the presence of t he addressee, for the 
purpose of discovering the name and address of t he sender, and may 
ei ther re ta in it or r e t u r n or give i t u p to t he sender, or deal or 
dispose of it in such other m a n n e r as m a y be author ized by the 
H i g h Commissioner. 

Letters posted (2.) W h e r e any le t ter or postal­package posted in Cyprus , bears 
with fictitious a fictitious s t amp, or purpor t s to be prepa id by means of a s tamp 
or used which has been used before, the I s l and Pos tmas te r may forward 
s tamps . * 

-
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it to the post office of destination together with a special report 
with reference there to . 

16. The Is land Postmas ter may open all let ters posted in the j ^ W m ^ 
I s l and which remain uncla imed or undelivered for a period of three letter*, 
months , or which have been re turned to the Island limn any other 
country as uncla imed, for the purpose of r e tu rn ing them to the 
wri t e r s ; and in the event of the wri ter of any such Letter being 
unknown or dead, or of his s ignature being illegible or of his having 
left the I s l and or not c la iming the letter within twelve months, 
such le t ters may be destroyed. 

Provided always t h a t if any le t ter addressed to a foreign c o u n t n 
where pre­payment is necessary is posted insufficiently stamped 
the I s l and Postmaster may open it and return ii to the sender. ^ 

17. The postage on every let ter n<>l prepaid which sliall he [ 
re turned as unclaimed from any oilier country, or which shall lie returned*) 

τ ι j ι ι" ι t h e X8181IK1 01 

refused as addressed to a person who is dead or eannol he tound 01 ,„„.|;lj„„,L 

has left the I s l and , shall be paid by the writer or sender thereof; 
and all such let ters may be opened by the Is land Postmaster at 
any t ime for the purpose of ascer ta ining who the writer or sender is. 

18. Newspapers l iable to postage rales which are unpaid or J ^ ^ 
insufficiently prepaid , and all newspapers or other postal packets, andBooks. 
not being let ters or post­cards, which I'rom any cause whatever 
shall remain unclaimed or undelivered lor a peri.id of twelve months 
may be sold and the proceeds thereof shall he accounted lor ... 
the Is land Treasury . 

1 9 . ­ 0 ) Λην parcel sent by parcel post from abroad to Cyprus f ^ * * 
may be opened and examined by an Officer of Customs, who shall ,,■ fllM> 

assess the amount of Customs duties to he charged thereon. Ε ^ 
l i r e Parcels found to contain articles forbidden by the Posl 0 

regula t ions to be sent by post, and parcels the contents ol which 
have been falsely declared by the sender, shall he liable to for­

feiture wi th all the i r contents . 
(2 ) I n case of a parcel sent by parcel post from abroad to Cyprus 

conta in ing goods the duties on which are charged at ad vahrem ous| 
rates, the proper officer of Customs may, if he has reason to believe ,,,,,,.,,,,. 
that the declared value is insufficient, assess the value lor customs importer 
duties at such amount as he shall think proper. In such a ease, L i ­

the impor ter shal l , within ten days of notice of such assessment 
VOL. I — 5 2 A 
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If option 
not exer­
cised, parcel 
treated as 
undeliverable. 

Postal packets 
containing 
forbidden or 
dutiable 
articles how 
dealt with. 

being· delivered to him or posted to him at his address, inform the 
proper officer of Customs in writing whether he desires : — 

(a.) That the customs duties shall be paid by him on the 
value assessed by the Officer of Customs, or 

(/;.) That the Officer of Customs may, at his discretion, 
(1.) Take the goods on paying to the importer or his agent 

the amount of the value declared by him or the sender, 
as the case may be, with an addition of five per cent., 
such payment to be made within fifteen days following 
the date of such information given by the importer in 
writing, or, alternatively, 

(2.) Take the duties in kind. 
If the importer fails to notify the Officer of Customs within ten 

days from the date of the notice of assessment being given to him 
or posted to him at his address as aforesaid whether he wishes to 
avail himself of either of the above-mentioned options (a) or (b), 
the parcel shall be treated as undeliverable. 

20. In case the Island Postmaster shall have reason to believe 
that any postal packe't coming from abroad contains any article 
the importation of which is forbidden or restricted or the convey­
ance of which by post is forbidden, or which is subject to the 
payment of any duties of Customs on importation, he may order 
it to be retained at the post office of the chief town of the district 
wherein the place to which it is addressed is situate, and cause 
notice to be given to the person to whom it is addressed, calling 
upon him to declare to the best of his knowledge, information and 
belief the contents of it to the postmaster of the said post office, 
or to attend by himself or his duly authorized agent at the said 
post office that it may be opened in his presence. If within ten 
days from the sending of such notice the person to whom the packet 
is addressed does not attend at the said post office for the opening 
of the packet and makes no such declaration as aforesaid, or if the 
declaration made by him is not considered satisfactory by the 
postmaster of the said post office, such postmaster may open the 
packet in the presence of an Officer of Customs. If the person to 
whom it is addressed attends at the post office in pursuance of the 
notice, the postmaster may open it in the presence of such person 
and of an Officer of Customs. 

If the packet is found to contain any article the importation or 
conveyance by post of which is forbidden or restricted, it shall be 
liable to forfeiture; and if it is found to contain any article liable 
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on impor ta t ion to any duties of Customs, the duties payable thereon 
snail be assessed by the proper Officer of Customs, and t he art icle 
shall be re ta ined in the post office un t i l the duties are paid . 

21 . The sender of any parcel for conveyance by post from Cyprus £ e ° * ™ ^ /,, 
shall before post ing it fill up a Customs declara t ion, giv ing an p a r c e l . 
accurate s ta tement of its contents and value , and of the address of 
the person to whom i t is to be sent . 

If the I s l and Postmas ter has reason to suspect t ha t any such 
declara t ion as to the contents or value of any such parcel is false, 
he m a y open the pa rce l ; and if i t is found t h a t the declarat ion 
in respect of it is false, i t shall be forfeited wi th its contents . 

22. Η any parcel is found to contain any le t ter or other postal Parcels — 
packet in tended for delivery to a person other t han the addressee l e t t e r S ( e t0 . 
of t he parcel , such le t ter or postal packet may be sent forward by 
post to t he person to whom i t is addressed, and charged with 
postage at the unpa id ra te applicable to such le t ter or postal packet 
if duly posted from the place where the parcel was posted. 

23. If any parcel or other postal packet becomes offensive or P^oels,etc. 
in iur ious to any officer of the post office or other person or to other o|1(,nsJV(. ,„. 
parcels , if may be destroyed or otherwise dealt with as the I s l and injurious. 
Postmas ter may direct . 

O F F E N C E S . 

24.—(1·) («0 Whoever shall convey otherwise than by the Post a ^ t juvenkg 
let ter not exempted from the exclusive privi lege of the I s land of Post Office 
Postmaster shall for every le t ter be l iable to a pena l ty not exceed­

ing one p o u n d ; , 
(6 ) Whoeve r shall be in the pract ice of so conveying let ters , 

not so exempted, shall for every week dur ing which the pract ice is 
cont inued be l iable to a penal ty of ten pounds ; 

(c ) Whoeve r shall perform otherwise t h a n by the Post any 
services inc identa l to conveying le t ters from place to place, whether 
by receiving or by t ak ing up or collecting or by order ing or 
despatching or by car ry ing or by re ­car ry ing or by del iver ing a 
le t ter not exempted from the exclusive privi lege of the Is land 
Pos tmas te r , shall be l iable for every le t ter to a pena l ty not exceed­

ing one p o u n d ; 
(d.) Whoever shall be in the pract ice of so per forming any such 

inc identa l services shall for every week dur ing which the practice 
is cont inued be l iable to a penal ty of ten pounds ; 
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Ship master, 
etc., not 
delivering 
letters. 

Fraudulently 
removing or 
using old 
stamps. 

(e.) Whoever shall send a letter not exempted from the exclusive 
privilege of the Island Postmaster otherwise than by the Post, or 
shall cause a letter not so exempted to be sent or conveyed otherwise 
than by the Post, or shall either tender or deliver a letter not so 
exempted in order to be sent otherwise than by the Post, shall be 
liable for every letter to a penalty not exceeding one pound; 

(/.) Whoever shall be in the practice of committing any of the 
acts last mentioned shall for every week during which the practice 
is continued be liable to a penalty of ten pounds; 

(;j.) Whoever shall make a collection of exempted letters for the 
purpose of conveying or sending them otherwise than by the Post, 
or by the Post, shall he liable for every letter to a penalty not 
exceeding one pound; 

(/ι.) Whoever shall be in the practice of making a collection of 
exempted letters for either of those purposes shall be liable for 
every week during which the practice is continued to a penalty 
of ten pounds. 

(2.) The above penalties shall be incurred whether the letter is 
sent singly or with anything else, or such incidental service is 
performed in respect of a letter either sent or to be sent, singly or 
together with some other letter or th ing; and in any prosecution 
for the recovery of any such penalty, the onus shall lie upon the 
•party prosecuted to prove that the act in respect of which the 
penalty is alleged to have been incurred was done in conformity 
with this Law. 

25. Every person, being either the master of a vessel inward-

bound, or one of the officers, or one of the crew or a passenger 
thereof, who shall knowingly have any letter in his possession not 
exempted from the privilege of the Island Postmaster, after the 
master shall have sent any part of his ship's letters to the Post 
Office, shall be liable for every letter to a penalty not exceeding 
five pounds; and whether the letter be in the baggage or on the' 
person of the offender, or otherwise in his custody, it shall be held 
to be in his possession; and every such person who shall detain any 
such letter after demand made, either by the Officer of the Customs 
or by a person authorized by the Island Postmaster to demand 
ships' letters, shall be liable for every letter to a penalty of not 
less than five pounds nor more than ten pounds. 

26. Whoever shall fraudulently get off or remove or cause to be 
gotten off or removed from any letter, cover, paper, or other 
substance or material, any postage stamp already used, or shall 
fraudulently use, join, fix, or place with or upon any letter or 



A.D. 1881.] POST OFFICE. |N0. 6. 735 

cover or any paper or other substance any postage stamp which 
has been already used, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
ten pounds. 

2 7 . _ ( 1 ) Whoever shall knowingly enclose or cause or procure Endowing 
to be enclosed in any newspaper to be sent by the Post or under in ^ 

thereof any letter or paper or thing (except such news­ papers. 
cover 
paper); pe r ι , ui , 

(2 ) Shall put or cause to be put any printed or written mark, 
words or communication either upon the newspaper or upon the 
cover thereof other than the name and address of the person to 
whom it is sent and such other printed or written matter as shall 
be allowed to be put on such newspaper or cover by the regulations 
of the Post Office; or 

(3 ) Shall knowingly either send or cause to be sent by tne 1 osi 
a newspaper in which any letter or paper or thing (except as 
aforesaid) is enclosed; 
shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten 
pounds; and such newspaper together with such of its enclosures 
as are not prohibited to be forwarded by the Post shall be for­

warded as an ordinary unpaid letter, and all prohibited enclosures 
shall be forfeited. 

28 Whoever shall fraudulently retain, or wilfully keep or J * J j ^ 
secrete, or retain, or, being required to deliver up by an officer ^ e d b y 
of the Post Office, shall neglect or .refuse to deliver up a postal ­ u , , . 
'packet which has been delivered to him by mistake and ought to 
have been delivered to any other person, or a mail or postal packet 
which has been sent, whether it has been found by him, or by an. 
other person, shall be liable to be punished by fine or imprisonment 
or both at the discretion of the Court, the imprisonment not to 
exceed two years. 

29 Whoever shall post or cause to be posted, or send or cause * ■ £ * £ . , , 
to be' sent, or. tender or deliver in order to be sent by the 1 os any , , , , , , „ 
postal packet containing any explosive or other dangerous materia 
or s u b l n c e , shall be liable for every such offence to a P ^ n o t 
exceeding ten pounds, and any such postal­packet may be destroyed. 

30 Any person employed to convey or deliver any mail or postal Neghgen. 
packet, wno! whilst so employed or whilst it is in his custody, care, ^OK* 
or possession, 

(a.) Shall leave i t ; or 
6. Shall suffer any person, not being the guard oi per OB 

employed for that purpose, to ride in the place appointed 



Ϊ36 No. 6. THE STATUTE LAWS OF OYPMUS: [A.D. 1β81. 

Post Office 
employees 
opening or 
delaying 
letters, etc. 

Penalty on 
persons en­
deavouring to 
procure 
commission of 
offence. 

for the guard in or upon any carriage used for the convey­

ance of a mail or postal packet, or to ride in or upon a 
carriage so used and not intended for the carriage of 
passengers, or upon any animal used for the conveyance of 
a mail or postal packet; or 

(c.) Shall be guilty of any act of drunkenness or of carelessness, 
negligence, or other misconduct whereby the safety of a 
mail or postal packet is endangered; or 

(d.) Shall collect or receive or convey or deliver a postal packet, 
otherwise than in the ordinary course of the Post; or 

(e.) Shall give any false information of an assault or attempt 
at robbery upon him; or 

(/.) Shall loiter on the road or passage, or wilfully misspend 
his time so as to retard or delay the progress or arrival of a 
mail or postal packet; or 

(</.) Shall not use due and proper care and diligence, safely to 
convey a mail or postal packet at the rate of speed appointed 
by and according to the regulations of the Post Office for 
the time being, 

shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

31. Every person employed by or under the Post Office, who shall 
contrary to his duty open or procure or suffer to be opened a post 
letter, or shall wilfully detain or delay or procure or suffer to be 
detained or delayed a post letter, shall be liable to such punish­

ment by fine or imprisonment or both as to the Court shall seem 
meet, the imprisonment not to exceed in any case two years. Pro­

vided always that nothing herein contained shall extend to the 
opening or detaining or delaying of a post letter in pursuance of 
any of the provisions of this Law, or of any other Law for the time 
being in force for the management of the postal business of the 
Island; nor to the opening or detaining or delaying of a post letter 
in obedience to an express warrant in writing under the hand and 
seal of the High Commissioner. 

32. Every person who shall solicit or endeavour to procure any 
other person to commit an offence punishable under the preceding 
sections of this Law shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term 
not exceeding· two years. 

Limitation of 
suits. 

33. All penalties incurred by any person for offences against 
the preceding sections of this Law shall be sued for within the 
space of one year next after the penalty shall be incurred. 
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34 The Is land Postmaster may compromise and compound any %%££ 
action or proceeding· which shal l at any t ime hereafter be com- c o m p o u n d 

menced by his au thor i ty or under his control agains t any person act*»», 
for recovering penal t ies incurred under the preceding sections of 
th is Law, on such terms and conditions as he shal l in his absolute 
discretion th ink proper , wi th full power for h im , or any of his 
officers or agents by h i m thereunto authorized to accept the penal t ies 
so incur red or alleged to have been incurred or any pa r t thereof 
wi thout act ion or other proceeding b rough t or commenced for 
recovery thereof. 

35. Any port ion not exceeding one-half, as the High Commis- RewaMto 
sioner may in any case direct , of any penal ty recovered under the 
preceding sections of this Law, may by the order of the H i g h Com­
missioner be pa id to any person by whose informat ion the same 
shall have been recovered. 

36. Any person who shall place or a t t empt to place in or against PUdng^ 
any Post" Office let ter-box any fire, l i gh t , matches , explosive or aubsl;,J1(,. 
dangerous substance, or any filth, any noxious or deleterious sub- « H P * 
stance, or any fluid, or do or a t t empt to do any th ing likely to 
in jure the box or i ts appur tenances or contents , shall be l iable to 
a fine not exceeding five pounds , or to impr i sonment for any term 
not exceeding twelve months . 

37. No person shall send or a t tempt to send a postal packet Seodmg^ 
i - i -j-1 „, , . substance, 

wnicn eittiei . — . . ;,,,},,,.,,,,i, 
(a) Encloses anv explosive or dangerous substance, any filth, £ * « * c 
' any noxious or deleterious substance, any sharp ins t rumeni 

not properly protected, any l iv ing creature which is e i ther 
noxious or l ikely to in jure other postal packets m course of 
conveyance or any officer of the Post Office, or 

(b ) Encloses anv art icle or th ing whatever which is likely to 
'' in jure ei ther other postal packets in the course of convey­

ance or anv officer of the Post Office; or _ 
(6·.) Enc loses ' any indecent or obscene picture or any indecent 

or obscene ar t icle whatsoever ; or 
(d.) H a s on such packet or on the cover thereof any words, 
' marks , or designs of an indecent , obscene, or grossly offen­

sive charac ter . 
Any person who acts in contravention of sub-section (a.) shall 

be l iable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five pounds, 
or on conviction on informat ion to a fine not exceeding ten 
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pounds or to imprisonment for any term not exceeding twelve 
months. Any person who acts in contravention of sub­sections 
(?;.), (c.) and (d.) shall be liable to a fine not exceeding five pounds. 

Any packet sent in contravention of this section may be detained 
in the Post Office, and the detention shall not exempt the sender 
from any proceedings which might have been taken if it had been 
delivered in due course of post. 

38. Any person who shall without due authority affix or attempt 
to affix any placard, advertisement, notice, list, document, board, 
or thing upon any post office or post letter­box, or paint, tar, or in 
any way disfigure any such office or box, shall be liable to a fine 
not exceeding forty shillings. 

39. Any person who shall without due authority: — 
(«.) Make, issue, or send by post or otherwise any envelope, 

wrapper, card, form, or paper in imitation of one issued 
by or under the authority of any postal authority in Cyprus 
or any British or foreign postal authority, or having thereon 
any words, letters, or marks which signify or imply or may 
reasonably lead the recipient to believe that a post letter 
bearing the same is sent on Her Majesty's Service; or 

(b.) Make on any envelope, wrapper, card, form, or paper 
for the purpose of being issued or sent by post or otherwise, 
or otherwise used, any mark in imitation of or similar to 
or purporting to be any stamp or mark of any postal 
authority in Cyprus ox of any British or foreign postal 
authority, or any words, letters, or marks which signify 
or imply or may reasonably lead the recipient thereof to 
believe that a post letter bearing the same is sent on Her 
Majesty's Service; or 

(c.) Issue or send by post or otherwise any envelope, wrapper, 
card, form, or paper so marked, 

shall be liable to a fine not exceeding forty shillings. 

Fictitious 
stamps. 

40. Any person who shall with intent to defraud— 
(a.) Make, knowinuly utter, deal in, or sell any fictitious 

or 

/'V (δ.) Make, or, unle 
possession any d 

is he shows a lawful excuse, have in his 
le, plate, instrument, or materials for 

making any fictiti ms stamp, 
rV shall be liable to impris\nment for any term not exceeding three 

\ \ V years, or to hard labour iter any period not exceeding ten years. 
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Any person who acts in/contravention of this section without 
intent to defraud shall be l/able to a fine not exceeding five pounds 
In every case the burden/of proof of absence of intent to defraud <$ 
shall be upon the accused person. <]Mil·^ ll<-L 

Any stamp, die, pla/e, instrument, or materials found m the Γ ^ 
possession of any pers/n in contravention of this section may be ^ 
seized and shall be forfeited, i ^ x\ υ 

41 .Xnv person w/io s h a l l : ­ . . R e t i t i c w / ^ C i ^ 
' 0 Knowingly/use for any postal purpose any fictitious « ­ e t ^ 

stamp; or a i u J j "J­ / , , ,. ι 
(6.) Have in Αώ possession, unless lie shows a lawful excuse, 

any fictitious stamp, 
shall be liable to/a fine not exceeding five pounds. 

42 No person shall without due authority place or maintain M » £ X 
on anv house, wall, door, window, box, post p i l a r , ox other place , ,m o£ 

belonging to him or under his control any of the words, letters, l # ­

or marks following, that is to say: — 
(a.) The words " Post Office " ; or 
6 The words " letter box " accompanied with worde letters 

or marks which signify or imply or may reasonably lead 
the public to believe that it is a Post Office letter­box; or 

(C ) Anv words, letters, or marks which signify or imply or 
may reasonably lead the public to believe that any house or 
place is a Post Office, or that any box is a Post Office letter­

Anvbp°eraon when required by a notice given by the Island Poet­

master to remove or efface any such words, letters, or marks as 
aforesaid, or to remove or effectively close up any letter­box 
belonging to him or under his control which has been a Post Office 
letter­box, shall comply with the request, _ 

Any person who acts in contravention of this section shal be 
liable" to a fine not exceeding forty shillings, and, * * £ « ™ 
is continued after a previous conviction, to a fine not exceed ng 
five shillings for every day during which the offence so continues. 

43 Any person who shall knowingly make a false declaration £ ­ g r 
with respect to the contents or value of any parcel sent by him for a * ­ * ­ , 
conveyance by post from Cyprus shall be liable on summary con­

viction for the first offence to a fine not exceeding twenty shillings 
and for a second or any subsequent offence to a fine not exceeding 
five pounds. 
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44. Any person who wilfully obstructs, or incites any one to 
obstruct, an officer of the Post Office in the execution of his duty, 
or who whilst in any post office obstructs the course of business of 
the Post Office shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding forty shillings. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

45. In respect of any matters arising under this Law or under 
any contract entered into by him under the authority of this Law 
the Island Postmaster may sue and be sued by that title, and in 
all indictments and other proceedings the property in any postal 
packet, money, or other thing under the charge of the Post Office 
Department shall be laid as vested in the Island Postmaster. 

46. A copy of sections 15, 19 to 23, and 86 to 44 of this Law 
shall be posted in a conspicuous place in every post office in Cyprus. 

Short title. 47. This Law may be cited as the Post Office Law, 1881. 

Short title. 

Definitions. 

Punishment 
of corrupt 
transactions 
with agents. 

P R E V E N T I O N OF C O R R U P T I O N . 

12 OF 1920. 

FOR THE BETTER PREVENTION OF CORRUPTION. 

MALCOLM STEVENSON.] [May 4, 1920. 

1. This Law may be cited as the Prevention of Corruption Law, 
1920. 

2. In this Law: — 
" Public b o d y " includes local and public authorities of all 

descriptions. 
"Considera t ion" includes valuable consideration of any kind. 
" Agent " includes any person employed by or acting for another 

and any person serving under the Crown or under any public 
body. 

" Principal " includes an employer. 

3. If any agent corruptly accepts or obtains, or agrees to accept 
or attempts to obtain, from any person, for himself or for any 
other person, any gift or consideration as an inducement or reward 
for doing or forbearing to do, or for having after the passing of this 
Law done or forborne to do, any act in relation to his principal's 


